STOLEN MOTION

Each of us has a personal story to tell. More often than not this story is
subjective and covers only a single life story. And sometimes there are
personal stories which are destined to change not only the life of an
individual but also the world around us. And | do not mean here the great
heroes or the dictators with whom the history of mankind is abundant. |
mean the common people who live their lives - filled with patience, love
and wisdom.

The story | am about to tell is not my own but it somehow moved me. And not
because it is full of pain and suffering. But because it is full of so many questions
and answers, anxiety and hope ... and some simplicity.

Her name is Maria — one of the most feminine names. She is 72 but age is
irrelevant.... At least during that particular Christmas when she — probably
because of the festivity season or because of the cravings of her soul

she tries to dance some ballet

— the innermost dance of her youth. Some graceful steps and a twist — for how
could a ballet dance go without that beautiful circular movement ... and while the
room circles along with her .... something suddenly crashes — both figuratively
and literally. Maria is sprawled on the floor of her living room — in pain and unable
to move — and starting to realize that she has either broken her leg or pelvis. That
is how her son who lives nearby finds her after some hours.

What followed were hours, days and months which turned into a nightmare for
Maria and her son lvan. After the accident the scenario is quite routine —
Emergency call, diagnosed fracture of the femoral neck and emergency surgery.
Turmoil - because it is Christmas after all and the hospital staff on duty is limited.
Surgery; reimbursing the supplies (i.e. the joint, costing 400 leva — which is
Maria’s four monthly pensions). Health Insurance Fund was able to cover all the
other expenses.

And then the big question comes — who will take care her recovering — at least
three moths in bed, then kinesics and so on and so forth. Maria is widowed for






